
   

 

Monday 8 March 2010 

KEGS News 
Issue 8 

KING EDWARD VI GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
www.kegs.org.uk 

HEADTEACHER: Thomas Sherrington 

READ ALL ABOUT IT ! 
YEAR 9s IN CIRCULATION WAR ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

by Joel Gutteridge, Year 9 student   



 2 

 

All of Year 9 have been involved in Newsday which 
was both demanding and enjoyable. We were         
challenged to produce a newspaper, as realistically as 
possible, in just a few short lessons and then a final 
finishing day, which would be judged alongside similar 
work from other KEGS and CCHS forms from Year 9. 
 
As the time approached we prepared with more than 
our fair share of enthusiasm, our competitive nature 
turning even the most reluctant individuals into      
hardworking writers (for most of the day). Myself, in 
particular, as editor, found that the change from       
ordinary classroom dynamics to the strict hierarchy of 
the newsroom difficult, as I had to find a way to     
regulate the chaos of my classmates without coming 
off as too much of a cretin! 
 
However, we all tried our best and off we went        
desperately racing against the clock to churn out the 
best piece of literary material we could muster. The 
result was quite shocking: I saw friends who had     
attempted to avoid even the shortest, most menial 
homework, churning out several articles, each so long 
they had to be cut down and edited. Banished was the 
fear we may not produce enough work! Nevertheless, 
as the deadline drew closer we realised that the real 
challenge would be getting it edited and produced in 
time. With only a few people capable of achieving the 
truly awesome standards that our layout team were 
striving for,  we feared that we may not be done in 
time. 
 
Sadly this was true; we went over the deadline.      
However, as we stood there amid the chaos of sheets, 
monitors and dashed hopes the few of us who had 
stayed (and really missed the bus) found ourselves all 
the more satisfied as the last of the layout team hit the 
save button and our plight was finally over. 
 
Despite the stress, conflict and the sadness felt when 
we realised that an irreparable Trojan had not wrecked 
all of Holland’s toils, we all felt the newsday worth it. 
The project idea fused with the competition really did 
make for an enjoyable time, which I’m sure all of us 
would be happy to do again. 

 
As I write, the sun is shining, the sky is blue and there 
is a very positive atmosphere around the school.  Year 
13 and Year 11 students are fully engaged in the final 
run-up to their exams and we have our normal busy 
programme of events leading up to the end of 
term.  The main item I would like to address is to     
reinforce our commitment to electronic communication 
and online reporting.  Throughout the year we are 
working with the company Bromcom to develop our 
new information system and the MyChildAtSchool  
website.  Mr Johnson has been working extremely 
hard to field parents’ enquiries relating to log-in details 
and we are getting closer and closer to our goal of 
100% access to ParentMail.   I would like to encourage 
parents to be as pro-active as possible in logging on to 

download reports and effort grades when they are   
issued.  The impact of this information is greatly      
enhanced if parents and students engage with it      
immediately.  Year 12 reports are on their way within 
the next couple of weeks.  We will check to see which 
parents have logged in and will assume that the      
reports are shared and discussed with students at 
home.  Please continue to liaise with Mr Johnson if you 
experience technical difficulties. 
 
In the last few weeks we have been investigating the 
options for introducing a cashless catering system and 
I can confirm that, from September 2010, we will be 
introducing this to KEGS.  The system we have chosen 
works on a biometric finger-tip recognition system that 
provides instant student identification linked to touch-
screen tills leading to very rapid processing at the point 
of sale.  To support the system, we will also be         
introducing ‘Parent Pay’ which is an online system for 
transferring payments to the school.  The key benefits 
will be to speed up queues at lunchtime and to provide 
better accounting systems for our catering operation.  It 
will also remove the need for students to bring cash to 
school every day.  I will be sending more details of the 
system to parents in due course.   It is an exciting   
development that brings us in line with a move that 
most schools have already made.  Sixth Formers will 
retain the option to use cash but, for everyone else, a 
cashless system is on its way.   
 
Finally I would like to announce some changes to our 
pastoral leadership team.  With effect from Easter 
Helen Wiltshire will become Head of Sixth Form, 
joining the Senior Leadership Team as Assistant 
Headteacher and Mark Harding will become the 
Head of Middle School.  Maria French will become 
Head of Lower School for the remainder of the      
academic year, as well as Head of Year 7, although 
she has since been appointed as Assistant Head at 
CCHS and, sadly, will be leaving KEGS in July.  Mr 
Newman and Mr Carter will now have more time to 
focus on supporting staff and developing a more     
strategic view of their responsibility areas once the 
day-to-day management of their sections has been 
handed over.  It is wonderful to have so much strength 
in depth on the staff at KEGS.  In due course, the new 
post holders will introduce themselves to parents and 
students in their new roles.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

by Tom Sherrington 

HAVE YOU GOT NEWS FOR US? 
NEWSLETTER 9 

PUBLICATION DATE: 
MONDAY 29 MARCH 2010 

All copy should be sent to Lindsey Thompson 
(lthompson@kegs.org.uk) by 10.00am on 

Monday 22 March 
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The winning team 

One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest is 
the upcoming play 
from KEGS, and 
attendees of        
previous productions 
may find it to be 
more substantial 
fare than Oliver! or  
Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicol-
our Dreamcoat. This     
upcoming play is     
focused on a 
smaller, more      
experienced cast, 
and is perhaps what 
most might consider 
a more serious play 

– an exploration of psychiatric treatment and a        
microcosm for society at large. Indeed, it is perhaps 
the iconic play covering this subject matter, rivalled 
only by Equus, and certainly better known than any 
other in its field. 
 
Rehearsals are progressing apace, and there's a real 
camaraderie and sense of commitment among the 
cast. The characters have taken lives of their own, with 
tremendous range of personalities showcasing the  
acting talents of the whole cast. Under the experienced 
direction of Mr Russell and three hours of hard practice 
each week, we can see the whole play improving 
seemingly without limit. 
 
If this appeals – and we hope that it does – One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo's Nest begins its run on the 24th 
March and finishes on the 26th. Tickets are limited, 
so be sure to book yours as soon as they go on sale. 

 
KEGS mathematicians have had a major success in 
the national Senior Team Maths Challenge final 
which was held in London on 3 February. 
 
Our team, comprising Rosa Sun (Year 13), Nick     
Hilton (Year 12), Abdul Mohamed (Year 12) and 
James Dixon (Year 11) took part in this national    
competition which is run by the UK Mathematics Trust 
& Further Maths Support Programme.   Taking part 
were 70 schools from across the UK and KEGS      
finished in a fantastic second place!  The winner was 
Westminster School and KEGS beat such schools as 
Eton College, Harrow School and Manchester     
Grammar School to win our runners-up position! 
 

 

The team had to answer complex maths questions as 
part of a group round, complete a crossnumber (a 
crossword with numbers), and do a team round where 
speed of thought was all important. 
 
Well done to the team for an amazing performance. 
 

Congratulations to Evan Griffiths in year 12, who won 
a Goethe Institute scholarship to study German with 
other gifted and talented students in London. 
 
Evan and Shamiso Sithole have also been chosen to 
visit Auschwitz in Poland with Monsieur Steele. A 
report on their trip will follow in the next newsletter. 
 
A reminder to year 11 linguists to sign up for the      
intensive language morning on Saturday 20

th
 March 

from 9.00-12.00. See Mrs Friel for further information. 
 
Year 10 and 11 linguists attended a GCSE study day in 
London with Madame Selaj and Monsieur Steele on 
Monday 1

st
 March. The day was filled with lively      

interactive exercises and provided all the students with 
opportunities to develop their spoken French and  
practise for the forthcoming examinations. 
 
On Tuesday 23

rd
 March all students in year 11 studying 

either French or German are invited to a breakfast in 
the canteen. The MFL staff and VI formers studying 
languages at A level will be on hand to help them  
practise their speaking skills en mangeant. 
 
Any students who have not yet signed up for the     
Alsace trip but are keen to go should see Mr Torrie or 
Mrs Friel as soon as possible!! 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE 
LANGUAGE COLLGE 

ONE FLEW EAST, ONE FLEW 
WEST ……. 

KEGS BEAT ETON & HARROW 
IN NATIONAL SENIOR TEAM 
MATHS CHALLENGE 

By Chris Smith, Year 13 student 

by Alan Torrie, Director, MFL College 
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In the Easter    
holiday 12 cadets 
are off to          
Morocco to trek in 
the Dades Valley. 
In order to       
generate team 
spirit amongst all 
the participants 
and for the       

instructors to see how all the participants responded to 
a physical     challenge the team recently spent the 
weekend in the Dark Peak area.  
 
Our instructors – Kev Sidford and Christian Cheshire 
met us on the Friday night to brief the group. 
 

Saturday morning the weather conditions were idyllic. 
Blue skies, excellent visibility and snow on the top to 
add to the aesthetics.  Starting in Edale the group   
ascended to The Nab and continued on a circuitous 
route finishing on the edge of Kinder Scout and     
returning to Edale.  Each cadet was given a leg of the 
route to navigate.  At first their navigation was a little 
careless going past the appointed point.  Also the    
cadets were walking too fast and missing information.  
After further discussion with Kev both of these aspects 
improved dramatically. The group were much more 
aware and observant of what was going on around 
them. The pace improved, which is particularly        
important with the temperatures that we will be        
negotiating in Morocco.   
 

Sunday morning we woke to 10cms of snow making for 
an interesting mini bus trip out of the valley! 

On Thursday 4 February, Year 12 enjoyed an          
enrichment session presented by Wendy Gough, from 
a charity called “everyman”.  Everyman is a cancer 
charity focused around prostate, testicular and breast 
cancer. I think I speak for all of Year 12 when I say that 
the session was thoroughly enjoyable, with Wendy 
managing to introduce a light-hearted humour whilst 
still portraying a clear and hard-hitting message. The 
topic being discussed was all the more poignant as 
Wendy was speaking from a personal point of view, 
having lost her son to testicular cancer. Before the  
session, many of us had preconceived ideas about the 
disease; “I won’t get it at my age” or “It probably won’t 
affect me” but the session hit home just how real the 
possibility is, that cancer could affect anyone and the 
importance of checking for the symptoms. 
 
After the session, Year 12 students emptied their  
pockets to raise a total of £50 for everyman, which the 
school subsequently doubled to provide a final total of 
£100. 

‘EVERYMAN’ PRESENTATION 

Year 12s pictured with Wendy Gough 

Tim Worrall with the group 

MOROCCO BUILD-UP IN THE 
PEAK DISTRICT FOR CCF 

by Major Alison Brown 

by Jordan Howard, Year 12 student 

    

ONLINE SHOPPINGONLINE SHOPPINGONLINE SHOPPINGONLINE SHOPPING    

www.buy.at/kegspa 
 

Brought to you by KEGS PARENTS’ 

 ASSOCIATION 

With companies such as M&S, John Lewis,  

Amazon, Littlewoods  and many more 

you’ll be spoilt for choice! 

 

With every purchase, 

 you will be helping to rai se funds  

for the school. 

 

YOU’RE JUST ONE CLICK AWAY 

FROM STRESS-FREE SHOPPING! 



 5 

 

The KEGS Mandarin lunchtime class was treated to a 
session about the Chinese New Year recently.   
Teacher Wei Zhou had made special banners, which 
are being displayed around Mr Sherrington’s door, 
which usher out the year of the ox, and welcome in the 
year of the tiger.  The horizontal banner says 
‘Chelmsford Royal School’ which is the closest to King 
Edward VI Grammar School that can be written using 
Mandarin characters. 

Friday 26 February was the culmination of weeks of 
reading for the 20 KEGS boys who took part in the  
selection of Essex’s best book of 2009. They (nearly) 
all managed to read the six books on the shortlist, and 
both for our readers and for readers county-wide, the 
result was a resounding win for Jane Mitchell’s book 
Chalkline. This tells the story of Rafiq, kidnapped by 

the Kashmiri Freedom Fighters and trained as a boy 
soldier. We celebrated the win with cake, crisps, juice 
and free books. 

The silent movie project was launched at a Year 7   
assembly on  25 January and since then Year 7 have 
worked on their Silent Movie, a joint project in ICT and 
Drama. In groups they have explored the genre of   
silent movies looking at the Silent Clowns such as 
Buster Keaton, Harold Lloyd and Charlie Chaplin 
and the great directors such as D W Griffiths and from 
this developed their own short Silent Movie, writing the 
script and story board in Drama with Mr Russell and 
then filming, downloading and editing in ICT with Mr 
Smith and Mr Le Couteur. The filming took place   
during an afternoon with great enthusiasm and      
commitment where the school site filled in for the    
Hollywood studio of the 1920s. As the Year 7s worked 
on this, a short series of early movies were shown at 
lunchtime organised by Mr Boost and Mr Burcher, so 
that interested students could see how pioneers of 
early cinema developed their art. Along with the movie, 
they have produced a poster in the style of one from 
the  1920s  and a short film based on out-takes and 
errors with a range of effects and transitions.  
  
Parents will be able to see the movies at the Year 7 
celebration evening in April when the Oscars will be 
presented. 

Over the last year and a half I 
have undertaken and        
completed my UEFA B Foot-
ball Coaching Qualification at 
Colchester United Football 
Club. 
 
After gaining this qualification, 
which qualifies the holder 

Tom Sherrington pictured with members of the Mandarin class 

KEGS becomes the studio lot 

Tom Sherrington cuts the cake with the reading group 

HOW I BECAME A MAN UTD 
COACH 

CHINESE NEW YEAR AT KEGS 

SILENT MOVIE PROJECT 

‘CHALKLINE’ NAMED AS  
ESSEX’S BEST BOOK 

by Sean Perrotton, Head of Year 8 

By Barbara Gray, Librarian 

by Steve Smith, Director of Student Voice 
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to coach at under 18 academy level, I decided to apply 
for a position at Manchester United Football Club. I 
sent off my application form and then had to go 
through a initial telephone interview before being     
invited for an interview at Old Trafford. After making 
the long journey up from Essex to Manchester I had a 
gruelling day ahead of me. Under the excellent back 
drop of Old Trafford I had to undergo a series of      
psychological and group tests to make it through to 
coach in the afternoon. I passed this part of the day 
and was then bussed off to coach at Carrington    
training ground, where the Man Utd First Team train. 
On an indoor facility I had to coach a practical topic 
while being assessed by various Man Utd coaching 
staff. There were many strong candidates at the      
interview travelling from all over the country including  
Edinburgh, Swansea and Bristol.  However I was 
pleased with the session I delivered. I travelled home 
exhausted not knowing the outcome of my day.      
However, two days later I received the notification from 
Man Utd that I had been selected for a coaching      
position! 

 
I look forward to working on a variety of coaching    
projects for Man Utd in the future and thank KEGS for 
all the help and encouragement given to me          
throughout my studies for the qualification. 
 
In case anyone is wondering, this does not affect my 
role here at KEGS! 

A pair of engraved silver goblets, awarded for          
lifesaving at KEGS 80 years ago, have been rescued 
from a Norfolk recycling centre. 
 
Jean & Norman Hardman of Aylsham contacted us to 
say that they had acquired the two cups from their local 
recycling centre, after they were found by bin men and 
put up for sale.  The couple wondered whether the 
cups’ owner, one BJ Moore, had retired to Norfolk, 
had died and had no-one to pass these special items 
on to. 
 
Our research has discovered that BJ Moore (we do not 

know his first name),  was born in 1915 and won the 
two cups in1929 and 1930   He was the son of a   
bricklayer and lived in Beehive Lane, Chelmsford.  He 
joined KEGS in 1926 and was the ‘Top Boy’ in 1927 
and 1928, winning the form prize.  He left school aged 

16 in 1931 and we do not have any subsequent record 
of him. 
 
Our grateful thanks to Mr & Mrs Hardman for their kind-
ness.  We have sent them a copy of Tony Tuckwell’s 
book ‘That Honourable and Gentlemanlike House’ as a 
thank you. 

Czech composer Janacek's evocative setting of the 
Lord’s Prayer, Otčenáš is just one of the works that 
Writtle Singers will be singing this spring as they 
make their first excursion to sing in Chelmsford       
Cathedral on Saturday 27 March at 7.30pm. 
 
Joining them for this very special concert are two 
KEGS students, Charlie Palotai (10Z) and Oliver El 
Holiby (6th form).  Charlie is adding his voice to the 
baritone section, whilst Oliver will be singing counter-
tenor solo.  The singers will be accompanied for this 
very varied and colourful programme by cathedral or-
ganist James Norrey, Finnish harpist                     
Satu Salo, and Essex percussionist Katy Elman (with 
her brand new set of tubular bells!).  As well as the 
Janacek piece, the main works will be Roxanna 
Panufnik’s atmospheric Westminster Mass, written for 
the 75

th
 birthday of Cardinal Basil Hume in 1998, and 

Leonard Bernstein’s vibrant and colourful Chichester 
Psalms, commissioned for the Southern Cathedrals' 
Festival in 1965. 
 
All tickets £12. You can book by phone on 01277 
658183, buy from James Dace & Son, Chelmsford, or 
book online via www.writtlesingers.org 

 
We are delighted to welcome back Ruth Wheeler from 
her maternity leave. 
 

KEGS SILVER GOBLETS  
RESCUED FROM TIP 

The silver goblets are now on display in KEGS Reception 

Sean pictured in the  ‘theatre of dreams’ 

ARRIVALS & DEPARTURES 

CZECH OUT CATHEDRAL 

by Lindsey Thompson, Public Relations Officer 
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Thursday 11 March – GCSE & A Level modular     
results published 
Friday 12 March – Sixth Form application deadline 
Friday 12 March – Year 8 reports sent home 
Monday 15 March – Year 8 CCF recruiting day 
Tuesday 16 March – Non pupil day 
Wednesday 17 March – Year 7 parents evening 
Friday 19 March – Year 12 reports home 
Tuesday 23 March – Year 8 parents evening 
Wed 24-Fri 26 March – School production - One flew 
over the cuckoo’s nest 
Friday 26 March – Non uniform day 
Monday 29 March – Newsletter 9 published 
 

 
PA Contact David Scogings 
07725 881160 
david.scogings@sky.com 

 
ASIAN EVENING 
Following the recent Asian Evening we would like to 
thank all that came along and had a great time. The 
food was excellent and the atmosphere was wonderful. 
We have had lots of very positive feedback and as a 
result another one is being planned for the autumn. 
Look for the dates in the future and book quickly as we 
sold out very quickly this time. Once again a very big 
thank you to Gopal and his family for arranging the 
event. 
 
 

GOLF DAY 
The golf day being held on May 3 bank holiday will be 
the same venue as in September. Three Rivers Golf 
& Country Club will be putting on the same event for 
us and the cost is the same as last year. Register your 
interest as soon as possible by emailing or calling me 
with your details. A poster for the event will be out very 
soon. 
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday April 22. 
All are welcome and should you wish to attend the 
venue is room 6. Please let me know if you are coming 
so we can look out for you. 
 
 

MOTHERING SUNDAY ON14 MARCH 
Just to remind all students that the Mothers day stall is 
running all this week. Nothing will break the bank and 
some great gift ideas to be had. 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

FROM THE PARENTS’ 
ASSOCIATION 



 8 

 


