
From Alex Steele: 

You mightn’t think it really possible 
(or even sensible) to go to Poland and 
back in one day but this is precisely 
what two Year 12 German students – 
Shamiso Sithole and Evan Griffiths – 
and I did on Tuesday 2nd March, thus 
undertaking part 2 of our 4-part 
‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ project, run 
by the Holocaust Educational Trust 
(Shamiso and Evan having already 
been to the Orientation Seminar at 

Barbican). 

Lessons from Auschwitz? But surely 
we’ve learned all the lessons from 
what happened at Auschwitz and in-
deed other concentration and death 
camps during the Nazi Regime? And 
isn’t it about time that we put the 
Holocaust to bed? It was nearly 70 
years ago after all. Perhaps not, given 
that we live in a world where genocide 
is still a feature of powerful regimes 
and also where enough historians are 
eager to deny that the Holocaust ever 
took place. So it was with a mixture 
of these questions and feelings, cou-
pled with a keenness to learn more 
about it, that we flew to Poland with a 
raft of students and teachers - repre-
senting schools from right across the 
Eastern Region - and a team of 

‘Educators’ from the LFA project. 

Immediately upon arrival in Kraków, 
we took a coach from the airport to 
Oświęcim (the Polish name for the 
town of Auschwitz), whose Jewish 

community before the war constituted 
58% of the total population of the 
town. We stood on the site of the 
Great Synagogue, burned down by 
the Nazis in September 1939, and 
then visited the Auschwitz Jewish 
Centre (an old synagogue re-opened 
to include a museum) where we were 
given an introduction to the Jewish 
faith and its presence in Oświęcim by 

an accompanying rabbi. 

The next stage of the trip took us to 
Auschwitz I, which was the main 
camp. It is a common misconception 
to think of Auschwitz as one main 
camp but there were in fact three 
separate camps, situated several kilo-
metres from each other. Auschwitz I 
‘welcomed’ prisoners with the infa-
mous ‘Arbeit macht frei’ sign. The 
barracks have now been turned into a 
museum, housing documents and, 
strikingly, rooms filled with the be-
longings of the last prisoners (the two 

images show suitcases and shoes).  
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Mr Rackham abandons French for Mandarin 
Speaking as some-
one who has taught 
a foreign language 
for the last 35 
years, it has been 
an interesting ex-
perience for me to 
be back as a lan-
guage learner 
again. Since retiring 
I have taught my-

self Spanish to a reasonably advanced level without too 
much difficulty, but Mandarin has proved to be a totally 
different ball game and a much greater challenge. 

It has been humbling to realise that I am by no means 
the top of the class. There are several students from 
Years 7 to 12 who seem able to absorb and remember 
new vocabulary much better than I can. It has also made 
me realise some of the problems our students face in 
learning a foreign language. Unless you constantly re-
vise material taught in earlier lessons, you soon forget it 
and have not much to build on when you meet new ma-
terial. Also if you miss a lesson or two,  you have to work 
very hard to catch up and to copy up the work you’ve 
missed, otherwise you can soon feel completely lost.  

Although I have enjoyed learning Mandarin, I’ve found 
that there are a few things in particular which make it 
difficult to learn. One is the fact that it is a tonal lan-
guage, which means that if you say a word with the 
wrong tone, you can easily be misunderstood. For exam-
ple the word “ma” can mean a number of different things 
depending on how you say it, so that the expression “Ni 
hao ma” when said correctly means “How are you?” 
whereas if you use the wrong tone for “ma” it can mean 
“Hello mum”, “Hello horse”, “Hello hemp” or “Hello to 
scold.” 

Also an expression like “Ni hao ma” is written in what is 
called “pin yin.”  This means that Mandarin is transcribed 
phonetically in letters which a non-Chinese person can 
understand and attempt to pronounce. Whereas Manda-
rin is traditionally written in Chinese script. There are 
some examples below.  Personally I don’t think the sim-
plified characters are any easier than the traditional 

ones. Bearing in mind one would have to learn up to 
3000 of these characters in order to be able to read a 
Chinese newspaper or magazine, I think it will take me 
a while yet before I achieve that. It’s encouraging to 
know that the exam we’ll be taking later this year will 
involve only speaking and listening, so that we won’t be 
faced with Chinese script. 

In spite of the difficult aspects of the language, I can, 
amongst other things, now talk about myself in Manda-
rin (name, age, nationality, where I live, my hobbies, 
favourite sports, food  I eat, what I wear etc) and can 
ask other people about themselves, and hopefully un-
derstand their answers, so progress has definitely been 
made. 

The teacher we had for the first term and a half was a 
lady called Wei Zhou. I at first called her Wei, only to 
discover that the Chinese are normally addressed by 
their family name, so belatedly I called her Zhou.  

As Wei Zhou was going back to China at the end of 
half-term in February, I decided to be hospitable and 
invite them both to my house for a meal. This seemed 
to be a success, as they remarked that British food was 
much better than they had expected and my wife and I 
received an invitation to eat with them at their place, 
which we accepted. They told us the food they had pre-
pared was somewhat different from what one is nor-
mally served in Chinese restaurants in Britain, as these 
tend to be Cantonese in origin. 

So now with Wei Zhou back in China, we welcome Mr 
Wen Bin Wu as our new teacher. I, personally, have 
been glad of the opportunity to stretch my mind and 
give myself a new challenge, and I look forward, along 
with the KEGS students in the class, to making further 
progress in Mandarin this term. As they say “Zhong 
wen shi ku” (Chinese is cool!) 

dent commented : "The day was 
very useful as it allowed me to fo-

Year 11 French and German stu-
dents were recently invited to take 
part in a Saturday revision morn-
ing to work, in small groups, to 
assist them in their preparation for 
forthcoming exams.  Students 
were able to concentrate on indi-
vidual areas of difficulty for them, 
moving between the various skills 
of the language GCSE.  One stu-

cus on my weaknesses in German, 
particularly enhancing my oral 
skills.  I found the small groups of 
use, as I could then ask if I did not 
understand any aspect of the exer-
cise.  Overall, the morning devel-
oped my confidence and under-
standing across the reading, writ-

ing and speaking areas." 

Saturday Revision Sessions 
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“The reading one was quite 

good because we had visual 

stuff, was quite interactive 

and we got a lolly!” 



to meet this challenge I foolishly offered the very unusual 
prize of “no homework”.  Steven Davenport managed a 
very impressive 57 seconds to clinch the “no homework” 
prize, but it was the final performance by Mark Ellis – an 
amazing 37 seconds— that breaks the KEGS record.  8H 
doesn’t believe this performance can be improved on.  
So, if you think you can beat 12 verbs in 37 seconds 
come along to room 35 and prove yourself to be a genius!

P.S.  There is a one second penalty for every error. 

Jane Breen: In the true spirit of modelling good practice I 
demonstrated my desired outcome for the learning 
homework.  Using James Adeniji’s verb cards I read out 
the infinitive in German on the front of the card.  With-
out turning over I then gave the English translation, “ich 
+ present tense”, “ich + imperfect tense” and “ich + per-
fect tense”.  Fifty-five seconds it took me to get through 
12 cards (I trust there wasn’t a whole-class conspiracy to 
exaggerate my time).  Being a very generous teacher I 
allowed 10 seconds longer for 8H.  Not expecting anyone 

As part of their PSE enrichment sessions, Year 12 students recently had the opportunity to try out two languages 
which were new to them and could choose from Spanish, Italian, Japanese, Russian and Hindi. Students now know 
how to write their name in Russian and Japanese, how to introduce themselves or order in a bar in Italy (!) and  the 

origin of Spanish tapas. 

Sixth Form Language Enrichment 

8H Verb Challenge—Have you got Talent? 

were ably assisted by sixth formers Tim Blore and 

Anna Vlasova.  The pupils were excellent learners: 

they impressed Mr. Ham 

with the level of their scien-

tific knowledge and im-

pressed all with their confi-

dence and desire to speak 

French!  The afternoon was 

videoed and extracts were 

used to generate ideas for 

our secondary school LinkedUp partnership pro-

ject.  Many thanks to all involved in the day who 

worked so hard to 

make it so enjoy-

able and many 

thanks too to the 

students from 

White Court 

School for their 

enthusiam and 

the loveliest thank 

you cards! 

On January 21st 

2010, KEGS was 

delighted to wel-

come 11 Yr 6 pupils 

from White Court 

School, Braintree, 

to a special Sci-

ence and French 

afternoon for Gifted 

and Talented students.  

In our specially equipped Community Lab, Mr. Ham 

guided the students through forces and explosions 

while Mme 

Midroit and Mme 

Selaj engaged 

students in a 

range of fun and 

engaging activi-

ties to encourage 

students to use 

French as much 

as possible and 

French and Science for White Court 

“I enjoyed making la 

fusée from Alka 

Seltzer and building it 

avec les instructions 

en français!” 
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Learning about Bollywood and 
Indian culture 

Japanese students bowing in greet-
ing (sorry for the blurring —they were 

very quick!) 



For me these images capture the key horrors of the Holocaust – the 
dehumanisation of the individual through the sheer scale of the mur-

der-machine. 

We concluded our visit at the huge Birkenau camp, originally built as 
an Auschwitz sub-camp but later turned into the main extermination 
centre. Much of it is now in ruins, which perhaps takes something 
away from the authenticity of the place but our guide painted a very 

vivid picture of what went on there through her detailed explanations. 

For all three of us, there was a considerable amount of information to 
deal with and reflect upon and, a week later, we journeyed up to Bar-
bican for a follow-up seminar, during which we were able to discuss our reactions and feelings towards the 
visit with other pupils and teachers as well as begin to put together plans as to how Shamiso and Evan will 
take their understanding of the Holocaust forward. As German students (and teacher), much of our thinking 
centred on the role of the German perpetrators (the image above shows  SS woman helpers on a picnic day out 
only miles away from Birkenau where they worked to exterminate other human beings). Shamiso and Evan 
have already delivered an assembly to Year 9, who are currently learning about Mauthausen concentration 

camp in their German lessons, and plan to disseminate their Lessons from Auschwitz in the near future. 

Science and language teachers at KEGS, Moulsham High, Newport Free Grammar School and St. Peter's College have 
been given a DCSF funded LinkedUp Award to develop cross-curricular science and language modules for KS3 stu-
dents.   Jane Breen from KEGS is Project Leader and put forward a bid which builds 
on and further develops the excellent Science/French primary outreach work led by 
Steven Ham and Frédérique Midroit: building rockets in French.(see previous page)  
The science leader for KEGS is Dr. Janet Pearson who has come up with the highly 
challenging but exciting idea of investigating the work done by Robert Bunsen on 
the emission spectra of heated elements to create a science project in German.  

The LinkedUp Project, The Evolution of Language Learning Through Science is as 
much about developing teachers' pedagogical expertise as it is about improving 
learning outcomes for students.  Members of the advisory panel were very excited 
by this innovative collaboration and commented that the project "drips with enthusi-
asm".  The project was launched at KEGS on Thursday 11th February and runs 
until the end of October 2010.  There are currently only 5 funded projects in the East 
of England region and each project will be show-cased nationally via Southampton 
University. Watch this space! 

The Evolution of Language Learning Through Science 

Lessons from Auschwitz—continued 

we decided that the subtitles would simply have to be 
added on movie-maker instead.  When the subtitling was 
done, we were given a £6.00 lunch voucher, which we 
could spend on hot or cold food.  Alex, being a complete 
fatty, decided to get a roll, a drink and 6 mars bars! 

We returned for our last session, which we really enjoyed 
as we got to film our own short movie.  After getting all our 
clips filmed, some of which involved Connor falling down 
stairs, we were told to edit our movie.  Unfortunately, our 
brand new amazing camera wasn’t compatible with win-
dows movie maker so we couldn’t finish our movie.  We 
watched everyone else’s movie then set off back to school.  
Overall, the day was fun and we learnt a lot about the im-
portance of different types of shots used in today’s films,.” 

The finished films will be entered into the competition in 
May. 

Year 9 have this year been involved in a project to make a 
film in a foreign language.  Small groups of students have 
attended special days in Cambridge and then fed back what 
they have learned to the other groups.  The most recent trip 
involved film editing and was attended by Alex Bailey and 
Connor Bearman, from 9H: 

“On a Wednesday morning in February, we set off for An-
glia Ruskin University in Cambridge.  This was for a lan-
guages film competition across Essex, in which teams from 
different schools across the county had to film a movie in a 
foreign language, and then add English subtitles.  It was a 
one hour journey by car, with the only options for entertain-
ment being Mme Selaj’s French radio or Connor’s iPod 
filled with Madonna and Take That.  

Firstly we got to work adding subtitles to a video on You-
Tube.  This turned out to be very easy, yet but in the end, 

Year 9 Filming Project 
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This is the first time I’ve ever worn 
a white coat and protective goggles.  
Science teachers have all the fun!!  



inflation, the nature of role of assessment in education 
and accountability and monitoring by institutions, global 
employers are putting pressure on the Irish government 

to reform education practice. 

John Herlihy of Google called for urgent changes to be made to the 

Leaving Cert (A level equivalent) with a greater focus on producing 

flexible and adaptable graduates with a variety of foreign languages, 

and a new concentration on raising standards in maths and science 

and less emphasis on rote learning, 

The full article can be found on-line: http://www.irishtimes.com/

newspaper/weekend/2010/0306/1224265696868.html 

Dublin is the shiny new home of Google’s European 
Headquarters where more than 1500 young, multilingual 
graduates are employed – many from Irish universities 
but most from Google’s preferred institutions: University 
College Dublin, Trinity and University College Cork.   In 
an on-going debate about standards Google vice-
president, John Herlihy, has been vociferous in his de-
mands for a reorganisation of the education system and 
has convened meetings between the Minister for Educa-
tion and other representatives of high-tech industry 
(including Intel and Hewlett Packard).  Alarmed by grade 

Google boss wants students who have studied languages  

audience. What her talk proved was quite how much 
can be achieved when shackles are jettisoned – in this 
case, the shackles of limiting course-books and trans-
actional subject-matter. Jane had stripped the essen-
tial plot of Faust down to its very core, paring the level 
of language in such a way that what learners encoun-
tered was either known or only just beyond their hori-
zon of understanding – and thus susceptible of deduc-
tion via (for example) cognates. We saw videos of per-
formances and drills in classes taught by Jane, the 
keynote being participation, noise (German noise, of 
course) and a healthy dose of 
self-evaluation by pupils. This 
was a whole-hearted and im-
passioned project that used a 
single literary pretext as the 
source and raison d’être for 
everything: grammar, speak-
ing, writing, listening. It is hard to describe on paper, 
but dynamic in real form. You might say that it takes a 
lot of work to make a ‘difficult’ topic this simple – but it 
was the audacity, the sense of total involvement from 
pupils and, not least, the hint that this technique was 
transferable to other texts which left the audience en-
thused and heartened.” 

(Geoffrey Plow, University College School) 

A full report of the day and can be found on the ISMLA web-
site: www.ismla.co.uk 

The day was a great opportunity to extend our school’s part-
nerships to another community of learners.  All the resources 
for the Faust module are on the internet and available to all 
teachers.  There was much demand, too, to hear about using 
Kafka with beginner learners, but that will have to wait for an-
other time.   

From Jane Breen 

On Saturday March 20th I was invited to the Goethe-Institut, 
London, to give a presentation on curriculum development and 
innovative learning at the ISMLA first annual conference.  
Teachers had travelled from independent schools from around 
the country and there was something heartily reassuring (and 
sadly unfamiliar) about being with so many Germanists!  And 
what better backdrop for the Yr 7 Faust module than the 
Goethe-Institut itself!   

I took delegates step by step through the learning objectives 
and teaching resources and engaged the audience as mock Yr 
7 students.  The presentation contained 8 video clips of 7H 
students thoroughly enjoying and engrossed in their learning.  
On the huge screen with cinema sound the enthusiasm of 
KEGS’ students at work and having such fun in the process 
was captivating, if not inspiring: Tom, Joseph W, Jonathan 
and Justice rapping to the verb “springen”; Josh A, William 
and Lewis performing a highly original version of “Gretchen am 
Spinnrad” ; Max giggling his peer assessment and Joe B 
punching the air; the whole class staggered reading of 
“Gretchen am Spinnrad”; peer feedback and Lewis’ “ich bin 
begeistert!” following Edward’s performance of Faust and 
Mephistopheles. The presentation and most of the video clips 
can be viewed on www.kegscommunity.org.uk/languages > 
Outreach (left-hand menu) > ISMLA Conference 2010.   Dan 
Still’s performance as Gretchen will stay in the memory of 
many; not so much for his skilful mastery of his mother’s stilet-
tos as his innocent declaration, “Faust, du bist ein sehr sexy 
Mann!”  As the conference organiser, Dr. Geoff Plow said to 
introduce the presentation, “you won’t see anything like this 

anywhere else in the country!” “If I’d been told a year ago 
that Jane Breen from KEGS, Chelmsford) was going 
to give a talk guiding us through real German classical 
literature with real beginners, I would have doubted 
much as to the wisdom and sanity of both speaker and 

Innovative Learning 

“you won’t see 
anything like this 

anywhere else in the 
country!”  
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Un peu de lèche vitrine! 
Year 7 French have been shopping before half term! As a joint project, Mr Steele and 

Mme Selaj transformed their classes into little French towns and pupils acted their role 
with perfection. Many transactions were made and French dialogues enabled pupils to 

get a few bargains! It was fun to use what was learnt in 
lessons in context and a good practice before our trip to 

Boulogne, after Easter. 
7M selling stationery to 7S 



 

7H Edward Dixon 

7M Laurence Watts 

7S Wei Nan Zhou 

7T Aniket Chitre 

8H Sean Curtin 

8M Conor Gray 

8S Christopher Mayes 

8T Aditya Vijay 
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 Conor Cooper De) 

9M Oliver Goldsmith (Fr) 

 Adam Kania (De) 

9S Alex Munday (Fr) 

 Rohan Hazell (De) 

9T Matthew White (Fr) 

 Daniel Watt (De) 
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Weather & Best 

Season to visit Agra 
Agra experiences extreme temperatures 

in summers and winters and moderate 

temperatures in other seasons.    

 

Summers (April to June) are hot and not 

considered to be ideal for a visit.   

 

Monsoons (June to October) rain show-

ers are expected, with heavy rains in 

July, but the Taj Mahal looks beautiful in 

the rain drops. 

 

Winters (November to March) are very 

cool and temperature can touch as low as 

2°C, accompanied by thick fogs prohibit-

ing travels due to poor visibility. Flights 

can be delayed during this period 

 

Best time to visit Agra is from October 

to March, good for sight seeing and 

spending evenings in Taj Mahal. 

April to June is dry and hot, but Taj Ma-

hal visit can be undertaken, take summer 

Agra is an exquisite centre of culture and 

arts. The specimens of art and culture in 

the great Agra city are not only impres-

sive but are also the mirrors of the cul-

tural and artistic talents of the Indian 

populace during the grandeur past. This 

city houses many ancient temples, 

mosques, forts, several mausoleums, 

tombs and historical monuments. Agra 

Fort and Taj Mahal are the incomparable 

structures in the city. 

Phone: 01245 353510 
Fax: 01245 344741 

E-mail: lfriel@kegs.org.uk 
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My favourite destination in India - Agra  

www.keg
sco

mmunity
.org.

uk 

clothes, sunglasses and water bottles. 

 

Current Exchange rate 1.00 British 
pounds sterling = 68.33 Indian 
rupees 
 

 

From Distance 

Delhi 211 km 

Jaipur 232 km 

Lucknow 301 km 

Chandigar 469 km 

 

For a basic introduction to Hindi, 

please see the guide and 

phrases prepared by Mrs Singh 

on the T drive under : MFL/Hindi 

Linguist of the Term—Spring 2010 

Language Matters Travel Guide 
Our Contribution this Edition comes from Manna Singh, Economics 

Teacher at KEGS 


