
the sombre nature of the site.  
Yet on a building opposite the 
site flies an American flag, with 
the top two stripes torn to 
commemorate the first and 
second responders, and     
construction continues on 
World Trade Centre 3 (now 
over 100 storeys high.)      
Perhaps that is what makes 
New York City quite so epic in 
its style – it embodies        
humanity’s constant desire to 
excel and to aspire, and    
nothing can stop that.        
Unfortunately, after the grand 
solemnity of the Memorial, I 
found the Broadway version of 
Sister Act a little out of key…) 
 
I won’t bore you with the  
routine of every day, but there 
are a number of events and 
sites which made the trip   
unforgettable.  The New York 
City library’s vaulted heights 
even put KEGS’ formidable 
array to shame, though even 
this experience paled when 
compared to the Empire State.  

WISTFULLY gazing out across 
the New York airport terminal 
that Tuesday evening, slowly 
sipping my (non-alcoholic) 
Cherry Ginger Ale and prepar-
ing to return home, I reminisced 
on a trip like no other – KEGS’ 
whirlwind tour of the Big Apple. 
 
From the moment we had left 
our bags at the Hotel         
Pennsylvania, Field Marshall 
Barrow set our ranks at double 
time, trooping down to Time 
Square in what has to have been 
a defining night for me.  To be 
in New York is many things, but 
it really takes the lurid neon 
playground of wild consumerism 
to drive home the tourist side.  
Clambering up the famous  
illuminated steps for pictures 
(despite the decided chill,) the 
momentous journey was just 
beginning. 
 
The next morning did not feel 
so momentous.  Shuffling out 
from the hotel, our day began as 
would most of the others: with 

a trip to McDonalds.  The  
potential delights of vast ‘hot 
cakes’ coated with enough 
syrup to put Lyle out of     
business or burgers capable of 
ending world starvation were 
quickly exhausted.  Still, armed 
with enough calories for a 
year, we commenced on the 
trip proper.  First stops: Ellis 
Island and the Statue of     
Liberty, those bastions of New 
York history.  Passing through 
the halls which welcomed 
(select) foreigners, and through 
the painfully tacky gift shop, we 
returned to New York herself 
to see a rather different side.  
 
The first of our destinations 
would be Wall Street (where 
Goldfinger would be given an 
Inferiority Complex) and then, 
more poignantly, the 9/11  
Memorial Garden.  Opinion 
was divided – and generally 
negative – on the pair of giant 
pools which now lie there: the 
fact that it operates as a park 
somewhat seems to diminish 

‘Manhattan State of Mind’ 
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Staring out across the concrete jungle, 
at yellow taxis darting block to block; 
at a fractal skyline, embodying the 
greatest and worst qualities in man; at 
news helicopters and commercial jets 
roaring overhead, it was quite an  
experience – though the views from 
the Top of the Rock were perhaps 
more impressive.  The skyline which 
King Kong, Spiderman and myriad 
other films published is truly awe-
inspiring in the flesh: a fact rammed 
home by dinner at the revolving   
Marriott, where the city came alive 
around us in radiant glory (though the 
rotation had the unfortunate side-
effect of moving the dessert away 
from us even as we finished our main 
course.)  Our tour of the United  
Nations was also a rare opportunity 
to witness the inner chambers of an 
organisation which, whether toothless 
or not, attempts to ensure world 
peace.  And it would be criminal to 
forget the night city tour by coach.  
Despite the Yankee chill, the view of 
the city that evening does not have 
enough adjectives to describe it.  

The trip to New York could not 
have gone ahead without              
Mr     Barrow's almost military 
leadership and I would like to thank 

him, Ms Wiltshire and Mrs Rowe for   
helping keep everything in shape, and all 
my  fellow students for making the trip 
so fantastically enjoyable! 

Classic New York - the view from the Top of the Rock  

From the Head 
Blog’ and through our 
Twitter feed.  I would like 
to    express my sincere 
gratitude for the service 
that the out-going team has 
given to KEGS this year.   
Kieran  Ballinger has 
been a superb School    
Captain, ably supported by 
Jack Coppack and     
Siddarth Venkatarama-
krishnan.  The worthy 
Silver Medallists have 
shown great leadership 
throughout the year with a 
very strong team of pre-
fects behind them.  They 
can now look forward to 

receiving their silver medals at Prize  
Giving in December.  The House      
Captains (Oliver Durose, Hugh  
Harding, William Leslie and Alfie 
Sansom) have also done a superb job 
and I am very grateful to all four of them 
for the spirit in which the House Cup 
was contested this year, leading to the 
closest competition in recent times.  
 
This week we have had the excitement of 
Charlie Higson’s visit to the school (I 
was always a big fan of the Fast Show and 
of the little known band ‘The Higsons’ 
from the early 1980s!) followed by the 

Grayson Perry’s talk to the Sixth 
Form.  Reports on both visits will 
follow in the next newsletter.  
 
Parents may be interested to know 
that Dr Greenwood and I are about 
to do battle once again with the AQA 
examination board in relation to the 
marking of last summer’s AS and A2 
English exams.  We feel we have a 
strong case that the marking process 
was not conducted properly, with A* 
candidates being awarded U grades in 
some cases, and we have now reached 
the final appeal stage after months of 
going through all the formal           
procedures.  I will let parents know of 
the final outcome as soon as I can.  
 
As this action-packed newsletter  
illustrates, there is plenty going on and 
we look forward to a very productive 
term.  Regular news items are posted 
via our twitter feed, which now has 
close to 500 followers.  http://
twitter.com/#!/KEGS_Chelmsford.  
 
 

by Tom Sherrington 

As the summer term gets underway, 
we are focusing on the final run-in to 
all of the examinations. This is a critical 
time for all examination classes and I 
am pleased to report that students 
appear to be very well prepared after 
their Easter holiday.  With Year 12 
students beginning study leave after 
Friday 4 May,  I would like to wish 
them the very best of luck in their AS 
examinations.  
 
We have now concluded the selection 
of the School   Captains and House 
Captain as reported in the ‘Captain’s 

The new school captains and house captains 



The past few 
weeks have seen 
some significant 
changes in the 
make-up of  
student leader-
ship. Having seen 
the House Com-
petition come to 
a close at the 
end of the spring 

term, congratulations are in order for 
winners Holland, who narrowly edged 
Mildmay to the post by only 60 points, 
giving one of the closest run finishes 
KEGS has seen in the past few years, 
with Tindal and Strutt coming third and 
fourth respectively. This does mean, 
however, that the current house teams 
are due to be changed.  Houses held 
interviews for team  positions last 
week and new teams have been chosen 
to lead in the   coming year.  Good 
luck to the new House Captains; Andy 
Davies for Holland, Sam Gravatt for 
Mildmay, Lewis Wood for Tindal and 
Brin Pirathapan for Strutt. 
 
The school also held prefect elections 
at the end of the spring term as the 
current Year 13 prefects come to the 

end of their time in the role.   35    
prefects were chosen through a     
combination of student, prefect and 
teacher votes, with the 10 elected  
prefects with the most votes being put 
automatically forward to be interviewed 
for the position of School Captain.  
Congratulations to Harrison Cutler, 
who has been selected as this year’s 
School Captain, with George Pitt and      
Michael Webb being chosen as    

deputies.  I’m certain they will do a fine 
job in leading the prefect team over 
the coming year. 
 
It is coming rapidly towards exam 
period for a huge number of students 
and so I would like to wish everyone 
sitting exams this summer the best of 
luck. I hope everyone achieves their 
potential and that, in particular, those 
in Year 13 make their university offers. 
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Captain’s Blog by Kieran Ballinger, outgoing School Captain 

The incoming and outgoing captains and vice captains 

The successful programme of after-
school Maths Masterclasses began again 
in September 2011 with 25 keen 
mathematicians from six local primary 
schools.   Mrs Frankie Orr designed 
and presented many of the twelve 
classes which included a diverse range 
of mathematical topics from platonic 
solids to the breeding habits of rabbits 
and bees.  A useful subject when trying 
to explain the mysteries of the       
Fibonacci number sequence.  
 
Mrs Orr was also keen that students 
should benefit from the experience of 
other mathematicians and so we were 
thrilled when experts from different 
fields in mathematics agreed to come 
along and present some of the classes.  
Amy Hooker from the Royal Institute 
started the ball rolling in September 
with a look at polygons and the     
requirements needed to enable shape 
tessellation. It is surprising how many 
shapes do not tessellate. 
 
Dr Chris Saker, from the University of 
Essex University, came along in      

October and took us on a trip around 
the Bridges of Königsberg.  This is a 
famous problem concerning the    
Prussian city of Königsberg and quite a 
notable mathematical puzzle.  
 
The dilemma is whether it was possi-
ble to cross seven bridges in such a 
way as to cross over every bridge only 
once.  We were delighted when Dr 
Saker returned for a second visit in 
January to look at cryptology, begin-
ning with the Caesar code then looking 
at substitution codes and frequency 
analysis before moving students on to 
creating their own codes. 
 
In November, Professor Alan Davies 
from University of Hertfordshire,  
presented a class on pi.  During this 
session students took a variety of 
measurements of circles- ratios were 
calculated and pi was ‘rediscovered’.  
Such was the success of this topic that 
Professor Davies returned in January 
to present pi – the sequel.   For our 
last session of the year we welcomed 
Vinay Kathotia, from The Nuffield 

Foundation, who delved into the world 
of binary.  We went to a world 
where people had 20 fingers and 
learned how to do larger              
multiplications using just our hands.   
Last, but not least, a look at binary and 
hexadecimal maths in computers. 
 
All students who attended were    
presented with a certificate from the 
Royal Institute, who supported the 
programme and provided some of the 
materials as well as guest presenters. A 
big thank you to all our guests and 
especially to Mrs Orr for organising 
this excellent series of events. 

Primary pupils show off their certificates 

Maths Masterclass for Primaries by Lynn Mepham, Science College Administrator 



Despite an early start on a Saturday 
morning, the KEGS MUN team 
(comprising of Tim Lornie, Rory 
Houlding, Noah Prasad, Kaiwen 
Song and Deelan Vadher) was       
surprisingly cheerful as it made its way 
through the doors of the International 
Maritime Organisation’s headquarters in 
London (an actual UN agency).  
 
The topic up for discussion was the   
Olympic Truce, an idea the Greeks came 
up with in ancient times to allow        
spectators and athletes safe passage to the 
games by suspending all conflict.  Last 
year, in the real UN, the UK delegation 
managed to pass its own version of the 
truce, gaining unilateral support for its 
suggestion that a truce can be a personal 
or communal agreement, not just a   
transnational one. Our job was to create 
our own version of the truce, a process 
that involved a challenging day of debate, 

of compromise and of acting as         
representatives of our allocated nations – 
Israel, Japan and Nigeria. 
 
We debated a range of issues throughout 
the day, ranging from nuclear            
disarmament and terrorism to human 
rights and poverty.  At times it got very 
heated, particularly when the organisers 
threw in a ‘mock’ newsflash that Israel 
had decided to bomb Iran!  For the Israeli 
delegation (Tim and Rory), sitting next to 
Iran was to become very interesting  
indeed! 
 
One of the highlights for Japan’s         
representatives, Kai and Noah, was get-
ting an amendment passed (to require 
countries to provide the UN with figures 
for their military spending).  To achieve 
this aim they had to use diplomacy to 
persuade the likely opponents (China and 
Russia) not to vote against the clause.  
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Model UN -  Uniting the Nations at the 
International Maritime Museum 
by Tim Lornie and Kaiwan Song, Year 12 students 

Much of this diplomacy (or horse trading) 
was carried out ‘behind the scenes’ during 
lunchtime over a delicious slice of IMO 
cheesecake!  
 
One thing to be learnt from the event is 
that good preparation is very important in 
enabling you to speak in a formal setting 
and to deal with the unexpected. 
 
We would like to thank Mr Burcher and 
Mr Thomlinson for organising the trip, 
and in particular Mr Thomlinson for taking 
us and supporting us throughout the day, 
especially with regards to his look of    
sympathy upon the revelation our country 
had just bombed Iran! 



Twenty nine cadets took part in an  
exercise at Thetford at the end of term. 
The first two days included a build-up of 
skills in the field, and map and compass 
training.  A patrol harbour area was set 
up in a very professional manner with all 
communications systems fully in place.  
Clearance patrols were sent out to  
protect the harbour area.  
 
Section attack drills and ambush drills 
were practised and then carried out to 
an extremely high standard.              
Congratulations to Sgt Chris Nisbett 
whose section attack was the best in 
many aspects.  
 
Thanks go to Captain Worrall for the 
planning and execution of the exercise 
and the Directing staff – Lt Greer, 
Staff Sgt Chalmers, Potential     
Officer McGee (CCHS) and Kev   
Sidford (IML) and also CSM  James 
Johnson and C/Sgt Amil Malik for 
their assistance. 

CCF at Easter Camp 
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Map and compass training in the Forest Centre at Santon Downham 

By Major Alison Brown 

Platoon HQ 

New Prefects are elected 
Congratulations to the following students who have been elected as prefects for the coming year:- 
Eren Akademir, Jordan Ayling, Thomas Bowins, Mussa Butt, Callum Cooney, Thomas Crowe, Andy Davies, 
Jonathan Funnell, Daniel Gottschalk, Sam Gravatt, Robbie Hodges, Rory Houlding, Martha Jenkinson, Kyle 
Johnson, Ben Kimberley, Sam Laidler, Edward Lakin, Timothy Lornie, Samuel Marlow, Alexander Mayes, Seb 
Mayo, Erin Meredith, Ebele Nwangwu, Igbinosa Omoregbee, Taylor-Jane Owen, Daivik Patel, Kelsey Phillips, 
Brin Pirathapan, Ravi Rupal, Eniola Salau, GeethSilva, William Starr, Max Stone, Ruth Tyson, Patrick 
Wiltshire. 



Thank you to everyone for your generosity during our recent Charities Week.  An incredible record-breaking £4500 (and still 
counting!!) was raised for our charities, who this year are Scope, the Cystic Fibrosis Trust and The Wish Foundation.           
Numerous events took place during the week, ending with a spectacular Fashion Show. 
Thanks for Will Starr (Year 12) for the stunning photos of the Fashion Show …... 

Charities Week and Fashion Show 
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We were delighte to welcome the Rt 
Hon David Lammy MP,, Labour MP 
for Tottenham to school last Monday.  
Mr Lammy, who served as Minister of 
State for Innovation, Universities and 
Skills in the Goron Brown           gov-
ernment, was    invited to KEGS to 
speak to the whole school assembly.  
He then took part in a question and 
answer session with Year 12 and 13 
Politics students. 

Former KEGS students Chris Bridge, 
who left in 2009 has been made a     
Freeman of the City of London.  Chris, 
who is currently in his third year at   
Pembroke College, Cambridge 
(Engineering,) was an Arkwright Scholar,        
sponsored by the Worshipful Company 
of Scientific Instrument Makers, when he 
was in the sixth form.  They made him an 
apprentice, and he is now a Freeman of 
the Company having served his four year 
apprenticeship.  This entitles him to be-
come a Freeman of the City of London, 
and this was granted to him in the ancient 
ceremony at the Guildhall recently.   

Former student Chris is made Freeman of the City of 
London 

KEGS becomes Duke of Edinburgh Centre of Excellence 
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is that a high percentage of students  pass 
and complete the course.   At KEGS, 126 
students are working towards the Silver 
Award and around 40 working on Gold.   
KEGS’ Duke of Edinburgh Co-ordinator, 
Shirley  Sharp, commented that      
although most participants eventually 
complete their awards, only about half of 
them complete while still at school.  

While this compares favourably with 
some other schools -  and the number 
is improving -  we would be keen to 
see a higher percentage completing 
before they leave KEGS.                
Congratulations to Mrs Sharp who has 
worked so hard after school and at 
weekends to make the course the 
success that it is. 

On Wednesday 18 April we were 
awarded with a framed certificate and 
plaque in honour of the school being 
designated a Centre of Excellence for 
Duke of Edinburgh training. This status is 
awarded to centres and schools who 
meet two criteria -  the first is that the 
school has above average participation 
figures within the course and the second 

Chris pictured at the Guildhall 
with Murray Craig, Clerk to the 
Chamberlain’s Court 

London Marathon triumph for Sean Perrotton 

Congratulations to Head of Year 8, 
Sean Perrotton, who completed the 
London Marathon in an amazing 3 hours 
and 20 minutes.  Sean was representing 
Scope, a charity close to him as his sister 
was diagnosed with Cerebral  Palsy 
when she was born.  He has seen first-
hand the fantastic work they have done 
to help her as she has progressed 
through her life. 
 
Sean said:-  “The support on the day was 
fantastic, and the London atmosphere 
was electric.  On completing the course 
I had mixed emotions - relief, joy and 

pride.  I was really pleased with my time 
as it was my first marathon.”  
 
Sean is hoping to raise £3000 and there 
is still time to sponsor him.  You can find 
his giving page at 
 www.virginmoney.com/seanperrotton 



Sports Leaders awards 
Congratulations to the following students who have achieved Sports Leaders ‘Foreign Language Leaders Award’:-   Ayotunde 
Adekaye, Ricky Childs, Bijaya Chowdhury, Rachel Harpole, Caroline Hurley, Christopher Jennings, Kevin       
Kuriakose, Emily Phillips and Isla Robertson. 
 
Congratulations to Will Starr in Year 12 who has been highly commended in the Classics and Ancient World Essay    Competi-
tion at Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge, for an essay on whether racism existed in the ancient world.  
 
Congratulations also to the Year 8 Rugby Sevens squad who had a fantastic season, reaching the finals of the cup competition.  
The team (Oliver Heazel, Tom Burge, Ryan Hart, Oliver Phillips, Joshua Uduojie, Albert Nuttall, Nari Orubo, 
Olubotemi Oyelola, Laurence Whymark and Mali Gunter) were all awarded medals.  
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Congratulations 

And finally ……. 
Pictured is ‘Edwina’, a cow bought by the New Hope 
Orphanage in Kenya with funds raised thanks to your 
generosity on a non uniform day !! 

Forthcoming events 
Tuesday 1 May – 1930 – PA meeting 
Monday 7 May – May Day bank holiday 
Tuesday 8 May -  Year 12 study leave starts 
Wednesday 9 May – 1830 – Parents’ Forum 
Saturday 12 May – PA May Ball 
Friday 25 May – Year 13 Leavers’ Event 
Monday 28 May – Newsletter 10 published 

FRENCH LANGUAGE TUITIONFRENCH LANGUAGE TUITIONFRENCH LANGUAGE TUITIONFRENCH LANGUAGE TUITION    
 
French native speaker will give private French language tuition   

GCSE, A Level, conversation classes 
- Also for adults - 

 
Corinne HampsonCorinne HampsonCorinne HampsonCorinne Hampson    
01245 476264 



We were delighte to welcome the Rt 
Hon David Lammy MP,, Labour MP 
for Tottenham to school last Monday.  
Mr Lammy, who served as Minister of 
State for Innovation, Universities and 
Skills in the Goron Brown           gov-
ernment, was    invited to KEGS to 
speak to the whole school assembly.  
He then took part in a question and 
answer session with Year 12 and 13 
Politics students. 
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HAVE YOU GOT NEWS FOR US? 
NEWSLETTER 10 

PUBLICATION DATE: 
MONDAY 28 MAY 2012 

All copy should be sent to the  
KEGS News editor Lindsey Thompson  

(lthompson@kegs.org.uk) by 10.00am on 
Monday 21 May 2012 

Parents’ Association 

PRESIDENT – GOPAL PIRATHAPAN (pa@kegs.org.uk) 
 
 
PA MAY BALL AUCTION 
We have received generous donations for our appeal for auction items, and we are delighted to be able to welcome bids from 
everyone, regardless of whether you are attending the May Ball. 
 
The auction list follows this article and you can now start bidding for the items.  Please send your starting bid and maximum bid 
for the item you would like to bid for and we will keep your bid until the Auction on 12 May and will let you know how you did.  
If you would like to make a telephone bid during the Auction please let us have your phone number so that we can call you on 
the night.  Please email pa@kegs.org.uk with your details.   
 
 
GOLF DAY  -  SATURDAY 16 JUNE  – Hainault Golf Club Upper Course. Adults £45, children up to 16 years £30.  Only 
handful of places left.  
 
 
KEGS SUMMER FESTIVAL  -  SATURDAY 7 JULY 
The biggest event of the KEGS year to celebrate the whole academic year 
 
 
  
Details of all of these events are available from pa@kegs.org.uk 
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BIDS INVITED NOW FOR THE PA MAY BALL AUCTION 
 
LOT 1 : Spend a Weekend On The Beautiful Suffolk Coast At Thorpeness 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Aldeburgh and Thorpeness, its close neighbour, are the epitome of the perfect English holiday 

destination - unspoilt countryside, ancient buildings, a traditional high street, beautiful beaches and 

old-fashioned family fun are all to be found here.   

 

Please bid for a long weekend (Fri-Sun) in Dolphin Cottage (above) in Thorpeness, any weekend in May 

or June outside of main school holidays. Situated close to the beach (5 mins) and Thorpeness Country 

Club, Dolphin Cottage makes an ideal base to explore this special part of the countryside. 

 

Dolphin Cottage is a 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom property very close to an excellent gastro pub. Duvets, 

pillows and linen are provided.  
 

 
 
LOT 2: Private box at Ascot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are biddding for a private box at Ascot Race Course that we can offer to you for Sunday 22nd 

July 2012.   The box can hold up to 18 persons maximum (12 persons for a sit down lunch). Food and 

drink are NOT included within the package and have to be ordered separately prior to the day 

(sample menus & prices can be supplied).  There is a minimum combined spend on food and drink of 

£500.  Alternatively, food and drink can also be obtained outside of the box on the ground floor from 

the food and drinks stalls but cannot be brought back into the box. 
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BIDS INVITED NOW FOR THE PA MAY BALL AUCTION 
 
LOT 3 : Professional photo shoot 

Take a look at these beautiful photographs produced by 

professional photographer Ruth Jenkinson. 

 

Ruth has kindly donated a photo shoot to be auctioned at the 

May Ball. How will you use this opportunity? Perhaps you 

would like a good quality photograph of your children as a 

memento? A family photograph to treasure or to give to 

grandparents? The images will be burned to disc and given to 

the family to keep. This means they can be printed wherever 

and whenever you wish. 

 

This is the opportunity to collaborate with Ruth to discuss a 

location to produce something really special. 

 

For further details see her website: http://

www.ruthjenkinson.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 
LOT 4: Driving lessons 

 
Mutlows have very generously donated two vouchers each for 3 one hour driving lessons for our 

auction. 

  

The Mutlow's School of Motoring was formed in 1990 by Kevin Mutlow, then aged 21. Kevin qualified 

as an instructor passing all three exams first time, shortly after his twenty first birthday: at the 

time it was thought that he was one of the youngest qualified driving instructors in the UK. At the 

time, Kevin worked for the British School of Motoring, covering the Braintree and Dunmow areas, but 

after twelve months Kevin decided to go it alone. Within six months of running his own driving school, 

he recruited two additional instructors, one of whom is still with the school some 16 years later. 

By 1995, Kevin was running one of the largest schools within the Essex area, with a fleet of twelve 

cars and twelve instructors. As the 1990s progressed, the school grew further both in terms of size 

and locations covered, now expanding to the coastlines of Essex and as far as Brentwood. The school 

currently has over 60 cars and instructors, location all over Essex, making the school one of the 

largest in the East Anglia area. 
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BIDS INVITED NOW FOR THE PA MAY BALL AUCTION 
 

 

 

LOT 5 : Will writing 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

You are bidding for the writing of two wills, generously donated by Glen Bayliss. 

 

Glen is  a lawyer specialising in private client work and especially will drafting.  On behalf of his 

practice he would like to offer a free will for two people including a home visit with advice on the will 

and the preparation and completion of the same.   

 

 


